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Regular Anatomical Terms (RAT) and their use in the IFAA terminologies
IFAA Executive Board

This document serves to communicate a
change in the use of terms in the IFAA
terminologies to all anatomists within member
associations of the IFAA.

At a recent referendum the member
associations of the International Federation of
Associations of Anatomy (IFAA) voted to
accept a form of terminology known as
‘Regular Anatomical Terms (RAT)’ as the
the IFAA
terminologies. Some RAT differ in their word

primary anatomical terms in
order from previously used Latin terms. The
change to RAT was originally suggested to
help the development of software tools to
assist the IFAA member associations with the
translation of the IFAA terminologies into
vernacular languages, RAT have value in
drawing up machine-readable versions of the
IFAA terminologies.

Although RAT will now be the primary
IFAA
previously used traditional Latin terms will

terms used in all terminologies,
remain as the first synonyms. Thus, rigid

application of the rules are not being
recommended as the ongoing use of Latin
terms by anatomists is NOT precluded.

What are Regular Anatomical terms?

As summarised from Fraher (FIPAT
communication, 2017) and Neumann et al.
(2017a):

“ Regular Anatomical terms are an

attempt to simplify Latin anatomical terms.

The following rules are applied to the RA
terms:

Each term will consist only of nouns and
adjectives.

Each term will only have one noun in
nominative case

The standard word order will have nouns
following the noun they modify, and adjectives
immediately following the noun they modify.

Nouns in genitive case are generally
preferable to adjectives when the modifier
means “of” an entity, rather than “pertaining
to” an entity.

Alphanumeric determiners and names of
Greek letters will follow the noun they limit or
specify. However, Roman numerals and Latin
letters are generally preferred in Latin terms.”

Further deliberations on these rules can be
sourced from: Neumann, Baud and Sprumont
(2017a, Clin Anat 30: 300-302), Neumann,
Baud and Sprumont (2017b, Clin Anat 30:
700-702) and Neumann, Gest and Tubbs (2020,
Clin Anat 33:327-331).

How will the terms change in the IFAA
terminologies?

The recently approved (November 2020)
Terminologia anatomica 2nd edition (TA2)
has made use of RAT in its first column (i.e.
the primary term).

Here are some examples of how the RA
terms differ from the traditional Latin terms:

Traditional Latin

RAT (TA2)

M. abductor pollicis brevis

Abductor brevis pollicis

M. flexor carpi ulnaris

Flexor ulnaris carpi
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M. adductor magnus

Adductor magnus

M. flexor digitorum longus

Flexor longus digitorum

Example: In relation to the kidney or ren:

Extremita superior; polus superior

Polus superior renis

Arteria cerebri anterior

Arteria anterior cerebri

For further information regarding the debate on the pros and cons of RAT, see the [FAA

Website: www.ifaa.net

T IRBIATE (RAT) R HAE IFAA BEHIAEF IR
IFAA PATR RS

A B A [ [ B il ) 2 TAEE h &
Ik (International Federation of Anatomists
Associations, IFAA) %Nk A W2 BT A
fif ) 2 TAEF A AR AILIR TFAA fREFIARIERE
AR

TERGT I —IK IFAA &4 |, ZE 0T
PR IR T IOk W AR
RiBE (RAT) 7 {EA IFAA ff ARIE o 1) 3
ARIEFNZATE RIS . oA B30 0 3 B A
ARiE (RAT) W3] 55 DARTAE FH BB T 15 )
RIEAFR . X RAT B S &Y N T HEh
FERBAE TR, CUERB) IFAA 8957
o= B IFAA fif ARERI RS B H O
VB, RAT R E IFAA RS ARIERINLES AT
BERRAS T TH B 12 2 A IR KA A E

JLUE RAT BILLE /& IFAA T AR E A
2 M FEERIE, HUAMEHP. KEH
F& G T B IR AR B AT A2 A A8 1 [
XA o A D 5 2 TAEFA A F s
TIERIERIARE, MO EBOR KA PR 1
HLA T FIEE o

7 AR ARV 2

Wt 14 Fraher (FIPAT communication,
2017) F1 Neumann %5 (2017a)545 1 HRE:
MEFEHB UL, 5 RUAR SR AT W AR T 15 B
H 40 . BARNAMITE

(1) DU A3 35 R0 A 1) 2 R 1
(RAT) ARif;

(2) BFANARIEAL B 4% 18] AT 25 1 4H s

(3) BFANALE T R e — 41

(4) WRUETE PG LE AT IE I 420/ 2 )G
A4, FEFTEMR 408 2 5 B T 451 5

(5) HpmiEnzEe “BT” —
SEAAR, A CORTT —ANSRRE, [THE
T 44 1) LT 25 1R B AT

(6) FBEE R e 1A FN A i = BER) 44
PR IR EATR BB e A2 E. R
m, fEhTiES, P OEFMB T FREEE
IS 2 WA A FH 2 5 2 N H

KT X EEHN gt — B v v 2% R
51| 3C#ik: Neumann Baud 1 Sprumont(2017a,
Clin Anat 30:300-302) . Neumann. Baud /I
Sprumont (2017b, Clin Anat 30:700-702) #1
Neumann. Gest I Tubbs (2020 4, Clin Anat
33:327-331) .

IFAA RiERF 3840 ?

2020 4 11 HWIRE 5 iR IFAA
ARif (TA2) RHESHE A EARE (RAT)
FZE5R, T{ETFRBAER. TRIE 5

(R EZRE) A TR TiE4
W, 5 A NAE S R e R AE
(RAT) 1] TA2 fRARIE:

TG i T i 44 0]

R ARAE ) TA2 i

M. abductor pollicis brevis

Abductor brevis pollicis

M. flexor carpi ulnaris

Flexor ulnaris carpi
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M. adductor magnus

Adductor magnus

M. flexor digitorum longus

Flexor longus digitorum

2hl:. 58MERALERR

Extremita superior; polus superior

Polus superior renis

Arteria cerebri anterior

Arteria anterior cerebri
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